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Churchmen and Gambling 


The growth of gambling in recent years has 
been alarming. It is even being justified by 
certain governmental and certain church au- 
thorities and therefore it is an issue of first 
rate importance for people everywhere. 


As stewardship leaders, we believe that God 
has given men responsible dominion over the 
earth and man is thereby divinely commis- 
sioned to use the resources of the earth, in- 
cluding his own labor, for the greater good of 
mankind. The laborer is worthy of his hire and 
the developer and user has a legitimate right 
to a return for his industry. In gambling, how- 
ever, a return is expected when no legitimate 
investment of time, talents or tools has been 
made. 


On March 28, 1951, the General Board of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America declared: 


“The social malady of gambling will not be 
remedied by criminal prosecutions. Stricter 
standards of moral integrity must be cultivated 
in the community as a whole. Government, the 
press, public education and all other civic 
agencies have responsibility for this. The 
churches have a special duty. The strengthen- 
ing of moral fiber is one of their pre-eminent 
tasks.” 


In the light of the problem of increase in 
gambling, churchmen everywhere are encour- 
aged to oppose this evil on four levels: 


1. In the churches themselves. All forms 
of fund raising in the local church should be 
examined to see if there is any aspect of gam- 
bling involved. Churches are urged to build 
their financial programs upon voluntary giving 
as an act of worship. 


2. Civic, social and patriotic clubs and or- 
ganizations, a majority of whose members are 
usually professing Christians, should likewise 
examine their means of income and root out 
ruthlessly all forms of gambling. 


3. The law enforcement officers of the com- 
munity in their efforts to enforce the exist- 
ing laws against gambling should be supported 
vigorously by the members of all churches. 
Special exceptions should not be made for 
“churches and charitable organizations.” 


4. On the legislative level, churchmen 
should vigorously support those candidates who 
take a firm stand against gambling and should 
continue to support them in the administration 
of their offices. It is on the legislative level 
that the gambling interests have won in recent 
elections in such states as New Jersey. 


Christian stewardship means that the indi- 
vidual Christian will use his time, abilities, and 
money in the light of the will of God. Thus 
gambling in all of its forms will be excluded 
from the activities of a faithful follower of 
Jesus Christ.—Recently adopted by the Joint Department of 
Stewardship and Benevolence of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U. S. A, 
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Who Is Lost: Students or Their Church? 





Easy to Remember 


To Tue OUTLOOK: 

For five years I worked as secretary 
to a minister of a church in a small 
communiy outside a large city. Sunday 
evenings were given to volunteer work 
with the high school age group. In 
working with them and in working with 
the minister I had occasion to attend 
conferences and meetings, both in the 
community and in the larger area of our 
church, presbytery and synod. Often I 
heard ministers and others talk about 
“losing the young people to the church 
when they became college age.” This 
always distressed me and I wondered 
why this should be. 

Then came the day when I found that 
my long hoped-for dream could come 
true—I was going to be able to go to 
college! This was something that I 
had hidden in the deeper recesses of my 
heart—but still had ever-present in my 
dreams. 

Before I left my work at the church, I 
had an addressograph plate made with 
my new college address and placed it in 
the active file in the hope that I would 
receive all mail that went out to church 
members. But alas, it must not have 
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stayed there long, for as yet (over a 
year later) I have received very little 
church mail. 

I had been here only a short time when 
I realized how very much I missed the 
work of the church, and even more, how 
much I missed the young people. I 
found it hard to go to another church 
for my thoughts would always dwell on 
“home church” and I would become 
homesick. Then it was I realized how 
much I wanted to know what was going 
on at home. However, it took persistent 
writing to several persons before the 
church bulletin began arriving spas- 
modically. Usually after a letter home 
I’d receive the bulletin for the coming 
Sunday or for the Sunday that had just 
passed, but nothing regular until the 
minister himself began saving the bul- 
letins for me and then forwarding them 
to me every four or five weeks. Then, 
when he left the church, they stopped 
coming all together. Church envelopes, 
too, took a long time in reaching me— 
and then only after three letters home. 


Only because my ties to my church 
were so strong did I continue to write 
asking for these small things that would 
keep me informed of the happenings in 
my church. If it took this amount of 
pleading on my part to receive such 
things, what was happening to other, 
younger college students who were not 
so closely tied to their church as I was, 
or who had been unable to identify their 
feelings? 

In this year I have seen some of the 
things it does to young people. To many 
it brings an indifference. With no en- 
couragement, it’s easy to forget to get 
up on Sunday morning, or still easier to 
make excuses for not going, such as too 
much homework, must clean the room, 
have laundry to do, going to a football 
game, have to practice for a play. Oh, 
there are a million excuses, but none of 
them real; none of them saying what’s 
actually in the hearts of these young 
people who need continued guidance 
from those at home, even though they 
are many miles away. “They’ve forgot- 
ten about me, so why should I care?” is 
an expression I’ve heard more than once. 


It takes so little to keep the ties strong. 
Perhaps they can’t attend Church Family 
Night, but with a bulletin to tell them 
about it in advance, they can in their 
mind’s eye be back there for a few min- 
utes (and this is almost like a trip 
home); they can’t attend an annual meet- 
ing, but with a letter from the church 
telling them about it, they can ask God 
to guide those who are present that they 
might make the right decisions for the 
church; they can’t sing in the choir, but 
as they listen to another choir sing, 
they can visualize their own home-town 
church choir standing to sing their 
anthem. No, they can’t go home to at- 
tend these things in person, but just 
these small things can keep them en- 
couraged. 


But, you say, if their ties to God are 
not strong enough to keep them en- 
couraged in attending a church of their 
own volition, what good will it do just 
to send them a church bulletin? If only 
people could realize how much it means 


just to get mail from home! Just to 
know that you haven’t been forgotten, 
just to know that people care enough to 
write, just to know that others do care 
what you do, is a great encouragement. 

On the other hand, I have seen how 
the work of one minister has influenced 
a great number of persons merely be- 
cause he kept in touch with his two 
young men, encouraging them. Through 
his efforts, I feel sure, there was started 
a nightly period of devotions in the room 
of these two young men. It has now 
spread to two other floors in the school 
dormitory. 

I am sorry to say that I do not agree 
with many others—the young people do 
no become “lost” to the church! I strongly 
feel that the church becomes “lost” to 
them. Apparently too many churches 
believe “out of sight, out of mind.” How 
sad this is when it would take so little 
to keep them interested in their church, 
and what is more important, keep them 
strong in their belief in God and his Son, 
Jesus Christ. “They call themselves 
Christian,” said one of the girls to me 
one day, “yet the only time in over a 
year that I’ve had a letter from my 
church was to let me know that I was 
behind in my pledge. They call them- 
selves Christian.” 

‘What’s church got to offer me?” said 
another. “When I couldn’t be of any 
further use to my church, they forgot all 
about me.” 

What do you think, have the young 
people been lost to the church, or has the 
church been lost to them? 

NAME. 





We hope we’re about 
to set a subscription 


RECORD! 


New OUTLOOK subscriptions 
are pouring in at what may be a 
record-rate. 

Our loyal readers will be as 
pleased as we are. 

The combination of Church 
Paper Week, Christmas gifts and 
our special introductory offer 
have made a winning combina- 
tion. 

However, since many Chairmen 
of Education in the churches had 
already made their reports for the 
year before Church Paper Week 
and new ones were just beginning, 
we are going to continue our spe- 
cial offer ($2 for NEW—not re- 
newed—subscriptions) 
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French Protestants 


Paris (RNS) — About 800,000 of 
France’s 42,740,000 people are Protes- 
tants, according to a new book described 
by critics as “the most authoritative mod- 
ern work on French Protestantism.” It 
is The French Protestant, by Emile G. 
Leonard of the Ecole des Hautes Etudes 
(College of Higher Studies). 

M. Leonard notes, however, that nearly 
60 per cent of the estimated 800,000 
Protestants are “seasonal” churchgoers 
who “attend Christmas, Easter, wedding, 
baptismal and funeral services but al- 
most never have recourse to their church 
at other times.” 

The author states that in the 17th to 
19th centuries there were less than 600,- 
000 Protestants in France. 


Reformed Group Largest 


Largest Protestant groups in the coun- 
try, according to the book, are the Re- 
formed Church of France with 350,000 
members, the Lutheran Church of Alsace- 
Lorraine (Augsburg Confession) with 
240,411, the Reformed Church of Alsace- 
Lorraine with 48,960, and the Paris and 
Montbeliard Lutheran Churches with 
40,000. 

The Baptist churches have 20,000 


Reported at 800,000 


members, Independent Reformed Evan- 
gelical Church 18,614, Central Evangel- 
ical Society 18,000, Pentecostalist 
churches 20,000, Mennonite churches 10,- 
000, Darbyites (Plymouth Brethren) 
10,000, Seventh-day Adventist churches 
2,500 First Evangelical Church, 2,190, 
Methodist churches 643 and the Salva- 
tion Army and “other popular missions” 
a total of about 18,500. 

Although Protestants represent only a 
small percentage of the population, M. 
Leonard said, they are “‘a strong spirit- 
ual and moral force in France today.” 

A section of the book is devoted to dis- 
cussing the widespread shift of the Prot- 
estant population from rural to urban 
areas, its causes and significance. This 
migration, the author says, resulted from 
the fact that for decades the professions 
and civil service were closed to Protes- 
tants, forcing them to enter commerce 
and, therefore, to seek the larger centers 
where trade is more active. 

Among the major problems of the Prot- 
estant Churches, M. Leonard said, are 
“the need for closer contact with work- 
ingmen, the difficulty of recruiting min- 
isters and the problem of widening the 
frontier of parishes.” 





IN NATIONAL SERVICE—Moderators of three Presbyterian General Assemblies took part 
in a service of intercession and Holy Communion at the National Presbyterian Church in 


Washington, D. C., 
many leaders in government attended. 


Mackay (USA), Princeton, N. J.; 


on the morning before the opening of Congress. 


The President and 


Shown above, the Moderators are (Left to right): 
Samuel C. Weir (U.P.), Dearborn, Mich.: Frank W. Price (U.S.), Lexington, Va.; 


John A. 


standing with the pastor of the National church, Edward 


L. R. Elson.—RNS Photo. 


TEXAS COUNCIL URGES: 





Accept Ruling 
On Segregation 


AusTIN, Tex. (RNS)—A resolution 
calling upon Texas Protestants to “ac- 
cept” whatever ruling the U.S. Supreme 
Court makes on racial segregation in the 
public schools was adopted by the first 
annual convention of the Texas Council 
of Churches here. 

It urged Protestants to “help insure 
to every person his fullest rights and 
opportunities as an American and as a 
child of God.” 

Another adopted resolution praised 
President Eisenhower for “the prayerful 
example he has set this country” and for 
his proposal of international supervision 
of the peaceful and constructive use of 
atomic energy. 

“We call upon our constituency to be 
constant in their prayers,” the resolu- 
tion added, “that he and all government 
officials may be guided and used by the 
Spirit of God in leading our nation to 
play well and unselfishly its role in world 
leadership.” 

The convention also adopted amend- 
ments to its year-old constitution aimed 
at excluding non-ecclesiastical bodies 
from its membership. Council spokes- 
men said it is hoped the amendments 
“will pave the way” to membership for 
those denominations whose national pol- 
icies demand that church councils com- 
prise only denominational bodies. 

R. F. Curl, superintendent of the San 
Antonio Methodist District, was elected 
second president of the Council, to suc- 
ceed M. E. Sadler of Forth Worth, presi- 
dent of Texas Christian University. 


VIRGINIA COUNCIL TOO 





Leave School 
System Unimpaired 


The Virginia Council of Churches, 
through its executive committee, has 
adopted the following statement dealing 
with racial segregation: 


It is our conviction that the Christian 
individual is morally obligated to con- 
sider racial problems in the spirit of 
Jesus Christ, and to bring to focus upon 
them the mind of Christ. 

We hold that God is the father of all 
men, and that, having the same father, 
men are brothers one of another. Inas- 




















































much as man comes from God, is created 
in the spiritual likeness of God, and at 
last returns unto God, we hold that, as 
an individual, he has dignity and worth 
which is in no way dependent upon the 
circumstances of his earthly existence. 
We minimize or ignore this fact at our 
own peril. 

We do not attempt to speak for the 
fifteen communions which compose our 
Council, but as the Executive Committee 
of the Virginia Council of Churches, we 
are deeply concerned about the rapidly 
approaching crisis over racial segregation, 
particularly as that situation may be fun- 
damentally affected by the forthcoming 
ruling of the Supreme Court of the United 
States on segregation in our public schools. 

We recognize the tardiness of the Chris- 
tian community in dealing forthrightly 
with this problem. We likewise recognize 
that our public schools are essential to the 
proper functioning of democracy, and 
we are eager to see the State of Virginia 
maintain its public school system unim- 
paired. We are convinced, however, that 
no satisfactory solution to the so-called 
“segregation problem” is to be achieved 
outside the framework of Christian 
thought and teaching. No solution which 
even inferentially impugns the equal dig- 


nity and worth of human personality can 
be a final solution. 

We emphasize to ourselves, and to our 
fellow-Christians, the grave implications 
surrounding this problem of racial seg- 
regation. We urge prayerful and serious 
study of it in the spirit of boundless, cou- 
rageous, intelligent goodwill—which is the 
spirit of Jesus Christ. 

When the Supreme Court of the U.S. 
shall have expressed itself on the matter, 
we call upon our brothers to receive its 
expression peacefully and in good faith. 
Patient perseverance in pursuit of ideal 
relationships in our time surely will have 
its reward. 


THE GREAT DEBATE 


Jan. 26—Dallas, Presbytery, First 
church, Dallas; Frank H. Caldwell, 
Louisville, Ky., and Francis Pickens 
Miller, FOR; Chas G. McClure, Char- 








lotte, N. C., and Paul D. Hastings, 
Reidsville, N. C., AGAINST. 7:00 p.m. 
Jan. 31—New Orleans, La.; Col. 


Francis P. Miller vs. Kenneth S. Keyes, 
Miami. 3:00 p.m. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
James Appleby, of the faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia; and 
Harmon B. Ramsey, First church, Athens, Ga. 


MINISTERS AND COOPERATION 
Do you think a minister who teaches 
his people to feel better than those in 
other churches or makes them unco- 
operative is doing the right thing? 
AppLesy: That question intrigues me. 
I'd like to know what’s behind it. I have 
my suspicions. Maybe it’s best that I 
not air them unduly, but I think it would 
partly depend on how one asked that 
question. If one would ask it like this, 
“Do you think a minister who teaches 
his people to feel better than those in 
other churches, is doing the right thing ?” 
I’d say yes he is if he is responsible for 
giving them the sort of religious faith 
that will make them buoyant and tri- 
umphant and have a contagious, enthu- 
siastic kind of religion, that would give 
a lift to their souls and make others 
around them feel better. I’d think such 
ministers were doing the right thing. But 
I’m quite sure you never give them that 
kind of religion if you make them unco- 
operative. When a man teaches his people, 
or when he is in a group that develops 
self-righteousness or feels that ‘““We are 
the people, and wisdom will die with 
us, we have the only answer, our way 
is the only way”—then, to me, it lacks 
something, it smacks of Pharisaism. 
It smacks of the thing that our Lord 
condemned more than anything else in 
the Bible. It makes you wonder after 
all if the one who is evangelizing doesn’t 
need to be evangelized himself. I am 
reminded of what a man once told John 
Wesley. Wesley said this was influential 
in the formation of the holy club, which 
you will recall, grew finally into the 


4 


great Methodist Church. He said to him, 
“Sir, you wish to serve God and go to 
heaven. Remember you cannot serve him 
alone. You must therefore, find com- 
panions or make them. The Bible knows 
nothing of solitary religion.” I think the 
Bible knows nothing of sanctimonious, 
self-righteous religion. It knows religion 
that expresses our Christianity in the 
way Jesus once said, “By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one for another.” 


“JACOB LOVED, ESAU HATED” 


In Romans 9:13 Paul quotes Malachi 
1:3: “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have 
I hated.” What is Malachi’s source? 


Ramsey: As I understand it, Malachi 
here is not quoting an actual statement 
in Scripture but interpreting a fact of 
history. The questioner may recall that 
on the whole, Jacob and his descendants 
turned to God and that on the whole 
Esau and his descendants turned away 
from God. Malachi interprets this fact 
of history by referring it to a prior in- 
tention of God, God’s judgment on Esau 
and his election of Jacob implying a pre- 
vious purpose on the part of God to show 
favor toward one and not toward the 
other. Paul uses this verse in connection 
with his treatment of election, and that, 
too, raises questions. What we have to 
do when questions arise to which we can- 
not give completely satisfactory answers is 
to fall back ultimately upon the knowl- 
edge we have of God’s nature. We may 
be confident that all of his relations with 
his creatures can be reconciled with the 
fact that he is both loving and holy. 





Miss Steele Dies in 
Highway Accident 


Miss Lucy E. Steele, professor of Bible 
at Peace College, Raleigh, N. C., and 
widely known conference Bible teacher, 
was killed in a highway accident Jan. 11. 

She was returning from Greenville, 
N. C., and her car, a result of slippery 
roads, was involved in a bus collision 
near Wilson, resulting in instant death. 

Miss Steele was a native of Rome, Ga., 
where funeral services were held. She 
was a graduate of George Washington 
University. She taught first at Peace, 
1926-7; then from 1927 to 1932 she 
taught in the American School, Varginha, 
Minas, Brazil, returning to take up her 
work at Peace again which she continued 
for 20 years. 

She was well known throughout the 
church as a popular and inspiring Bible 
teacher, being in great demand for young 
people’s and women’s conferences and 
meetings. 


Mack Will Direct 
Radio-TV Commission 


New York (RNS) — S. Franklin 
Mack of Bound Brook, N. J., has been 
named executive director of the Broad- 
casting and Film Commission of the 
National Council of Churches. 

He succeeds Ronald Bridges who will 
retire from the post on Feb. 1, to become 
visiting professor of Christianity at Bow- 
doin College, Brunswick, Me. 

Mr. Mack, an ordained minister of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, has been 
director of films for the commission since 
June 1, 1952, and is well known as a 
leader in interdenominational film work. 
He was a founder and vice-president of 
the Protestant Film Commission which 
merged with the Protestant Radio Com- 
mission to form the agency he now has 
been chosen to administer. 

As executive director of the commis- 
sion, Mr. Mack will have charge of re- 
ligious radio-TV and film production and 
distribution as well as broadcasting train- 
ing in behalf of the Protestant and East- 
ern Orthodox communions affiliated with 
the National Council. 

For 21 years prior to joining the Na- 
tional Council unit, Mr. Mack was secre- 
tary of the Presbyterian (USA) Board 
of Foreign Missions and Overseas Serv- 
ice where he successively directed youth 
work, education and information, and the 
board’s audio-visual program. In the 
latter post, he pioneered production and 
use of films in the church’s program, one 
of the major productions he supervised 
being the board’s first color film, ‘‘Heart 
of India.” 

A native of Salinas, Calif., Mr. Mack 
is a graduate of the University of Cali- 
fornia and the Biblical Seminary in New 
York City. 
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@ Really following Christ in loyalty is far more complex 
than was realized by the well-intentioned man who said... 


“| Have a Simple Faith’ 


HEARD a Sunday school teacher dis- 
miss without reply a question con- 
cerning the Biblical account of the slay- 
ing of the first-born Egyptian children 
with the remark, ‘“‘I have a simple faith.” 
I think he meant, I accept what’s in 
the Bible and trust God. 

I happen to know this man is an ad- 
mirable person. But I couldn’t help 
wondering about the sufficiency of such 
a simple faith for our complex and con- 
fused world. 

There is a sense in which even the 
noblest faith may be aptly characterized 
as simple. The child’s trust in his father 
is simple. Likewise, there is a moment 
in the faith of the Christian, perhaps its 
essential moment, which is also simple. 
This is the moment when, brushed by the 
wing of vision, he realizes at the most 
the all-pervading presence of God, at the 
least the deep assurance that all’s right 
with the world. In that moment he, like 
a child, lifts up his arms in happy sur- 
render and in simple trust. 


“Lord, | Believe” 

In that moment the Christian, a child 
again, finds the complexity and confu- 
sion of the world resolved in harmonious 
unity. The goodness of life fills his heart, 
the joy of living; and the dark shadow of 
despair, the essence of sin, is banished. 
“Lord, I believe . . .” he says. 

It is not possible, I think, to value 
too highly such moments, for they are the 
root and the fruit of faith. Out of them 
faith grows, to them it returns. If life 
is vital, it is because of such moments in 
it, not because of the formal beliefs and 
practices of religion—though these are 
the necessary articulation of faith. 


Essentially, then, faith is simple, “a 
delightful acquiescence in mystery.” 


But when we descend from such a 
mountain-top of vision, leaving behind 
and above us the wide-spread panorama 
of life, and travel again the crowded ways 
of men, our faith takes on an added char- 
acter. ‘Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief.” For now the complex, con- 
tradictory world presses upon us, and it 
becomes difficult to see the tiny segment 
before our eyes as touched by the same 
light that illumined the highlands among 
the clouds. 

It is clear to any thoughtful person that 
the experience of life is a matter of con- 
traries: pleasure and pain, light and 





*Mr. Dabbs, who is well known to read- 
ers of these columns, is a Presbyterian 
elder living in Mayesville, S. C. 
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By JAMES McBRIDE DABBS* 


darkness, gentleness and grimness. And 
often these lie side by side, a hair’s 
breadth apart, or in successive moments. 
In Melville’s Moby Dick, Captain Ahab, 
far out on the dreaming Pacific, says to 
his mate Starbuck, “They are making 
hay somewhere under the slopes of the 
Andes, Starbuck.” As we all are; al- 
ways. Even at noonday the shadows 
foretell the night; even at midnight the 
stars are shining. Our blue sky is but 
a lovely island in the blackness of inter- 
planetary space. We notice these con- 
trasts because they mirror life. 


God Is at Work 


But more than this is involved in the 
descent from the mountain-top of vision 
to the lowlands of action. For the object 
of our faith, the Universal Father, into 
whose hand we laid then our hand in 
trust, is working, is doing something in 
the world. “My father worketh till 
now,” said Jesus, “and I work.” Even 
the actual child, as he walks hand-in- 
hand with his father, begins to help in the 
work he sees his father doing. So it is 
with the Christian. The “delightful ac- 
quiescence in mystery,” the passive trust 
of the child, becomes the active loyalty 
of the adult. Faith in God becomes 
loyalty to God: the attempt to follow in 
his footsteps, to do what he is doing. 
What we really need is the simple faith 
of those who heard the voice of Jesus 
“beside the Syrian sea,” and who rose 
up and followed him. 

But immediately the question arises, 
what is God doing in the world? Not 
in general but in particular? Here? 
Now? Which voice of the many voices 
that, especially in the modern world, 
clamor for attention, is his? It is not 
necessary that the heart should doubt his 
presence; it is necessary, I think, that 
the mind should inquire as to just what 
he is doing. 

The voices say “Lo, here,” and “Lo, 
there,” but how often are the voices 
misleading! 


We should distinguish between that 
doubt in the heart, whose ultimate is 
despair, the essence of sin; and that 
doubt in the mind, the function of which 
is to aid in the choice of the best means 
for bringing in the Kingdom. Faith in 
God is simple trust in the one Being who 
in happy moments illumines our enrap- 
tured eyes; faith in God is also loyalty to 
the manifold Being who is actively work- 
ing in the world; and this loyalty takes 


complexity from the complexity of the 
world. 

We do not lack faith today; we lack 
faith in God. His quiet voice is drowned 
in the babble that surrounds us. Now, 
as always for some, the voice of the people 
is the voice of God. I do not mean to 
speak disparagingly of the goodness deep 
within the heart of the common man— 
our common humanity—that finds ex- 
pression occasionally in a soul like Lin- 
coln’s; I mean by the voice of the people 
the popular fads and notions that sweep 
the country, fanned as they are by mod- 
ern advertising. 

Also, today, the voice of the nation is 
the voice of God. ‘This is true not only 
in the totalitarian states but also in the 
democracies. The totalitarians admit it. 
As a part of this deification of the na- 
tion, there is the importance given the 
military, the leaders of the nation as a 
fighting-machine. The voice of the Pen- 
tagon is beginning to assume for many the 
character of the voice of God. This em- 
phasis upon the nation and the military 
is an emphasis upon national power. 


More and more we assume that even 
good is not accomplished without the 
backing and the threat of power. 


Another commanding voice today is 
science. A quarter-century ago there ap- 
peared a volume entitled Science, the 
False Messiah. Apparently the book had 
little effect. Today, more than ever, it 
is science which will save us, through 
the A-bomb or the H-bomb; today, more 
than ever, we are told that this product 
and that comes from the laboratory and 
carries the approval of science. 


“Success” Beckons 


Success, too, cajoles and threatens. Our 
children go to school to succeed, mate- 
rially and socially; our teams play to win. 
Through the radio and TV success is 
blazoned abroad; and the man or boy 
who was unknown last night is known 
today by millions. (That he is forgotten 
tomorrow by the same millions is not 
mentioned. ) 

An interesting illustration of the con- 
fusion implicit in making success a god 
is provided by scandals in public life. 
Earnest Christians, men of simple faith, 
feel called upon to condemn these scan- 
dals. In this their hearts are right. But 
it takes more than their hearts, it takes 
their minds, to lead them to the root 
which must be dug out if the evil plant 
is to be destroyed. If they add to the 
heart’s condemnation the mind’s curiosity, 
they will be led close back home, into 
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their own yards and shops. There they 
will overhear themselves saying, approv- 
ingly, of a business acquaintance, “‘Yes, 
yes, he cut the corners. But, boy, he sure 
succeeded. I wish I had what he’s got.” 
Following this trail back to Washington, 
they will come to realize that with the 
(war-borne) entrance of government into 
business (and of business into govern- 
ment), there entered into politics the ac- 
cepted ethics of business. The condem- 
nation, therefore, by men of simple faith, 
merely of the immorality in government 
is the condemnation of a symptom; as if 
a physician expressed his loyalty to the 
health of the community merely by con- 
demning the typhoid fever without con- 
demning—in both senses—the infected 
water-supply. 


The God of Race 

One other popular god I shall mention, 
the god of race. He is one of the young- 
est of the modern gods, yet as typical 
as any of the others—and as powerful. 
He is worshipped not only by the ignorant 
and the under-privileged; he occupies a 
high position in the Christian church. 
This church, founded by a man who 
scorned race and class pretensions, has 
largely come to hold race—at least, the 
white race—a sacred thing, which must 
not be soiled by contact with color, though 
the world collapse. 


This white god is busy creating a 
colored god to stand opposite him; and, 
sooner or later, unless we refuse to fol- 
low them, they will try the futile ar- 
bitrament of arms. 


It is not too difficult, if we have got 
so far as defining the voice as, for in- 
stance, that of power or success, or race, 
to harden our hearts against this voice 
and to listen more intently for the voice 
of the living God. But if the voice that 
calls us is the voice of accepted morality, 
and if in following it we are doing, so 
we feel, our earnest duty, it is indeed 
hard to hearken to the stern call of God. 

Jesus said no man was worthy to fol- 
low him unless he hated those whom so- 
ciety said he should love (and loved those 
whom society said he should hate) ; Jesus 
said we should turn to the future and 
“let the dead bury their dead”; Jesus 
said we should be perfect, not according 
to the standards of society, but “as your 
Father in Heaven is perfect.” For the 
divine ethic is not the human ethic, and 
men must often flout the human com- 
mand in obedience to the inner voice. 
But who shall tell us when? For the 
inner voice may be, not the voice of God, 
but individual pride, far less worthy than 
the accepted customs of society. 

Once as a boy I overheard my uncle 
remark to my aunt, “Ideals are a sin, 
Alice; we should love God.” 

Aye, we should. But of all the voices, 
some of them so weighty with public 
meaning, which is the voice of God? 
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How Recognize Them? 


I have mentioned some of the loudest 
and most insistent voices that call to us; 
and many a man today, I’m afraid, pos- 
sessed of a simple faith, is hearkening 
to these calls. If a member of a Chris- 
tian church, he usually thinks that he 
is following God; he does not recognize 
the idols he worships for what they are. 
How shall he recognize them better? 

It is possible that the basic and simple 
realization of God through faith should 
be so vivid as to inform the heart in any 
situation of the presence or absence of 
God. It is possible. So far as it is pos- 
sible, a simple faith is all we need. But 
it is probable that we need also a keen 
mind to guide our loyal heart through the 
intermingled good and evil of the world. 

Does not Jesus recognize this when, 
summing up the law and the prophets, 
he says that we should love God with our 
mind also? It is true, I’m contending 
that faith needs the mind, whereas Jesus 
was saying that love needs the mind. 
But how do you separate faith and love? 
Paul placed them together and said love 
is the greater. Love, I think, is the be- 
ginning and the end. Love is the out- 
going of the person; as this out-going 
finds persons to cherish, we have a grow- 
ing faith in these persons. 


Faith then draws greater love after 
it; and, in that sense, we love because 





we have faith; but, more importantly, 
we have faith because we love. 


If, therefore, the mind is necessary to 
the deepest love—and no one can doubt 
that it is—it is necessary to the deepest 
faith. We cannot be entirely faith-ful 
with the heart alone; we need the mind 
also. But the mind asks questions, the 
mind raises doubts; and the faith that 
implicates the mind is therefore complex. 


“To Inquire” 


The Psalmist summarizes the matter 
thus: “One thing have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after; that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.” 
To behold the beauty of the Lord is an 
act of the heart, a simple faith; to inquire 
implies complexity, and the mind. And 
what is it the Psalmist is inquiring 
about? The beauty of the Lord: where 
it is to be found, what it consists of, what 
fights against it. He is seeking the 
Lord whom he has found. As we all 
do, always. That is all we can seek: 
more of the goodness that we have already 
found. 

In brief, then, faith as trust in God 
is simple; but faith as loyalty to God 
finds its simplicity made complex by all 
the complexity, confusion, and conflict 
of the world. 


THE SOUTH FACES A FACT 


By RALPH McGILL 
In an Atlanta Constitution Editorial 


HAT the various Southern state 
legislatures are doing, as they busy 
themselves with plans to carry on school 
segregation without legal compulsion, is 
admitting segregation by law is finished 
. either this year, next or within the 
next few to come. 

It is. There is no need beating about 
the bush. It, therefore, seems important 
that we discuss the problem as rationally 
as possible. 

There are those who insist that segre- 
gation protects the “integrity” of both 
races. There are others who believe, with 
deep sincerity, Negroes are “better off” 
under it. Conceivably this might be 
argued with some logic. It does not mat- 
ter. The world, in the throes of a social 
revolution which began with the coming 
of the industrial revolution, and which 
was tremendously accelerated by two 
great world wars, has moved on. Segre- 
gation by law no longer fits today’s world. 

Southern legislatures busy with plans 
to maintain some form of segregation 
without legal compulsion are wise to 
face that fact—though there are ques- 
tions as to the wisdom of some of the 
proposals they make. 


As a matter of fact, segregation has 
been on its way out for a good long time 
and has been breaking down at the edges 
for more than a generation. Surprisingly 
few Southerners, or Americans of other 
areas, know that for some years Negroes 
have been attending, and graduating 
from, medical, law and other professional 
schools in state universities in the South. 

In the field of employment, segregation 
has for some years been changing, and 
in many other fields it also shows the 
signs, and influences, of our time. 

Two great forces have been at work 
on segregation and the problem of race. 
One is secular, the other religious. The 
Christian of today cannot help but wince 
at the full implications, and the jarring 
clash of his creed, with discrimination 
against any person because of color. To 
send missionaries to colored peoples and 
then to argue that because of the color of 
skin the two may not, if they choose so 
to do, worship the same God together is 
an impossible contradiction. 

Indeed, it is this very fact which causes 
our Communist enemies to be able to pre- 
sent us in a bad light before the Oriental 
and Asiatic peoples. They can say, with 
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some truth, that our claims to Christian 
brotherhood and democracy are hypo- 
critically untrue. 

Christianity cannot well afford to be on 
the wrong side of a moral force, as it was 
in some areas when it defended slavery. 

The other influence is secular. Segre- 
gation implies inferiority. There are 
those who argue that it does not. But 
those segregated believe it does. There 
are those who say the fish never feels the 
hook. But, unfortunately, it is not pos- 
sible to ask the fish. Across two great 
wars now we, along with other free 
peoples, have preached the rights of men 
everywhere to be free and equal—we have 
encouraged long-oppressed peoples to 
rise. They have done so, and to date 
the Communists, with great shrewdness, 
have exploited successfully many of these 
nationalistic revolutions. 


No Forced Equality 

An end to segregation—when it comes 
—will not, of course, force people to as- 
sociate socially. That will remain, as 
now, personal choice. But, it will bring 
on change—and this is what state legis- 
latures in South Carolina, Georgia, Mis- 
sissippi, Virginia and Alabama are, or 
will be considering. They consider not 
how to retain legal segregation—which 
they see soon ending—but how to effect it 
without legal compulsion. 

Their great opportunity is to do so 
without violence or rash deeds which later 
will have to be undone at great cost. 

So, while it is true that much of the 
push behind ending segregation is po- 
litical, and that many of those in both 
parties urge it hypocritically, it does not 
change the basic fact—segregation is on 
its way out and he who tries to tell the 
people otherwise does them great disserv- 
ice. The problem of the future is how 
to live with the change. 


DECATUR EDITOR: 
The Inevitable 


The abolition of the segregation of the 
races is just as an inevitable event as was 
the abolition of slavery. Not that the 
two events are similar. But both stem 
from the social upheaval that has been 
evidencing itself for more than a hundred 
years. 

This may not be agreeable to many of 
the present generation. And therein lies 
one of the basic reasons we believe it is 
true. Witness the gradual transition tak- 
ing place. Hardly a one of our grand- 
fathers would have countenanced or even 
considered non-segregation. It would 
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WINS AWARD—Cleveland E. Dodge, New 
York financier and civic leader, has been 
named the 1954 winner of the Russell Col- 
gate Distinguished Service Citation in recog- 
nition of ‘50 years of denominational and in- 
terdenominational church service and lead- 
ership.” A Presbyterian, Mr. Dodge was 
president for seven years of the Protestant 
Council of the City of New York, and chair- 
man for three years of the Interdenomina- 
tional Committee for Released Time in New 
York.—RNS Photo. 





have been treason against all things good 
to have considered it. Our grandfathers 
had good reason for this view. The days 
of Reconstruction were then so recently 
passed as to still sear the hearts of all. 

Our grandfathers passed on and our 
fathers took their place. Time began its 
slow process of healing and festered 
wounds began to heal. But still non-seg- 
regation was almost unspeakable. 

Then came the next generation. Time 
continued to heal. The War Between the 
States lost none of its glory and honor 
but much of its bitterness and hate. This 
is the generation of those now living the 
last two score years of life. Our horizons 
have broadened physically. We have as- 
sociated with people from all parts of 
the world and travel has shown us the 
cosmopolitan phases of human existence. 

And now our children will soon be tak- 
ing our places. In their lifetime the 
world-wide social revolution has soared 
upward, rapidly seeking its climax. They 
have heard much talk of segregation, but 
with their eyes have seen much of non- 
segregation not only in this country but 
over the vast reaches of Christendom. The 
tragic days of Reconstruction have faded 
from their view; modernity has absorbed 
their lives. They regard things different- 


ly. They are even more cosmopolitan. 

Some day they too will pass and their 
children, our grandchildren, will take 
their places. With each successive gen- 
eration horizons are broadening, travel 
is more extensive and commonplace, in- 
ternational boundaries and _ thinking, 
methods and habits are merging and the 
whole warp and woof of the peoples are 
changing. 

Yes, in our opinion the abolition of 
segregation is inevitable. The Supreme 
Court of the United States in its forth- 
coming decision may not so rule. We 
doubt that it will. It may be years before 
it is complete. We believe it will. 
Neither courts nor laws can or will make 
it so. Regardless of these, non-segrega- 
tion will not come until the people will 
it. Then the laws will follow, and it will 
be complete. 

What tragedies will precede and fol- 
low its completion only time can tell. 
These too seem to us inevitable. But 
common sense, the inflexibility of nature, 
the trends of successive generations, all 
these things and more point to the inev- 
itable event and warn us of its approach. 

Many complex problems lie before us, 
many tragic incidences will be our lot, 
many burdens will be ours to bear. The 
climax is possibly long, long years ahead, 
for it will not be reached until social seg- 
regation is complete. The consuming 
question is—will this nation then de- 
teriorate? We, living today, will never 
live to see that question answered. 

The problem of the living is to prepare 
our people for the inevitable, to the end 
that they can live with non-segregation 
and not be weakened and consumed by it. 
It will take wisdom, good judgment, 
sound discretion, great courage, high 
honor, infinite patience and an unswerv- 
ing faith in Almighty God.—EDITO- 
RIAL in The DeKalb New Era, official 
organ of DeKalb County and the City of 
Decatur, Ga. 
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EDITORIAL 


In the Courts 


Two cases in the civil courts recently, 
both involving Baptist churches and Bap- 
tist polity, have far-reaching implica- 
tions. 

A Cincinnati Baptist congregation has 
been ordered to re-extend the “hand of fel- 
lowship” to one of its members who was 
expelled 17 months ago for alleged criti- 
cism of church officials and failing to 
attend services regularly. She maintain- 
ed in the trial that she was not given 
proper notice of trial before being dis- 
missed from the church. Officials of the 
church continue to insist that, under the 
principle of separation of church and 
state, no court can dictate how a church 
shall deal with its members. Protests are 
planned because, say some groups of 
Baptist pastors, the court decision in this 
case “is unprecedented in the annals of 
American jurisprudence.” 

The other case was reported here last 
week, from Rocky Mount, N. C., where 
a minority in a Baptist church was up- 
held because it remained loyal to the 
North Carolina and Southern Baptist 
Conventions. 

Such a decision appears to us to con- 
fuse the forms of government of congre- 
gational (Baptist) and Presbyterian or 
Episcopal churches. It is well recog- 
nized under Presbyterian and Episcopal 





forms that the court’s ruling is on the 
side of precedent but when it comes to 
independent bodies like Baptist churches 
a new and different principle appears. 
One Baptist paper (Religious Herald) 
looks at it this way: 

“‘Among other things, the Baptist doc- 
trine of the autonomy of the local church 
seems to be involved. . . . All Baptists 
have rigidly held to the autonomy of the 
local church without recognition of a 
superior authority, actual or implied.” 

Such churches run the risk of being 
invaded by a preacher who, despite 
pledges of loyalty, seeks to alienate the 
membership from its former fellowship 
and to withdraw it from the support of 
its own institutions. 

The Presbyterian form is not a pure 
democracy as is the congregational form. 
It is rather representative or a republican 
form of government, upon which the gov- 
ernment of this country, according to some 
claims, is patterned. 

These Baptist cases currently in the 
courts deserve our attention. 


In the Debates 


Some of the debates held across the 
church in regard to the question of union 
leave something to be desired in the way 
they are arranged, particularly in regard 
to the order, and time of the speakers and 
the opportunity for rebuttal. 

It is clearly not to the advantage of 
truth and fairplay to have speakers deal 
with highly controversial points without 
some opportunity to reply, and if a sec- 
ond speaker replies in his main presenta- 
tion to arguments advanced by the pre- 
ceding speaker he has violated the 
primary rules of debate. 

Therefore, it appears to be working 
out more satisfactorily to all concerned 
when the participants are given a block of 
time—say, 45 minutes per speaker where 
there are two—to use as they wish. If 
a man then speaks for 30 minutes, he 
will have 15 more minutes to use in 
rebuttal. If he uses 40 minutes, then 
he will have five. 

It is hardly fair, however, to suggest 
or to agree to a time schedule and then 
having used 45 minutes in a main pres- 
entation to appeal for an extension. 


Students Away from Home 


The leading letter on page two of this 
issue might well serve to cause every 
church to examine its practice in regard 
to its young people who are away from 
home—at college, on military duty, or 
on other temporary assignments. 

As the writer of the letter points out, 
some very little things that any church 
can do will help immeasurably. In many 
cases this will (or will not) be cared for 
by “church offices” or “the minister.” 
It should be the responsibility of men’s, 
women’s and perhaps young people’s 
groups (1) to see that the contacts are 





maintained and (2) to make sure that 
something more is done individual-to- 
individual. 

Then, there is a further step not taken 
up in the letter. Churches ought to be 
just as alert to this as to the other duty. 
It is to see that when young people es- 
tablish their homes in a new community 
or take up work there, the home church 
will encourage them, by writing to them 
and to the local minister, to join the 
church where they now live. 


Who Goes to Evanston? 


Far more people want to attend the 
Evanston meeting of the World Council 
of Churches than can be accommodated 
there next Aug. 15-31. 

Our church will have five official dele- 
gates and five accredited visitors. These 
have been named from the Assembly-ap- 
pointed representatives on the World 
Council. 

In addition, our church has been al- 
lotted 25 tickets for General Visitors. 
These will be named by the Boards and 
General Council of the Assembly, not 
simply from their membership or staffs 
but from the church-at-large. 

For the many who can’t go, the best 
thing we know is to get a ringside seat 
through THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 
We expect to begin with the prevues of 
Evanston very soon. 


Progress 


With the recent accreditation of Still- 
man College and Lees-McRae Junior 
College by the Southern Association of 
Colleges, our church now has only two 
senior colleges and one junior college un- 
accredited by the regional associations. 

Good encouragement provided by the 
Assembly’s Division of Higher Education 
and the $5,000 challenge fund which is 
administered by Hunter B. Blakely are 
helping. 

When such an institution is accredited 
a $5,000 check is dispatched at once. 
Since 1947 when the plan was inaugu- 
rated nine of the 24 colleges have been 
accredited. 





Five Synods Have 
Radio Series 


Five Southern Presbyterian Synods are 
currently carrying on a radio evange- 
listic series. For the third consecutive 
year this is being followed. This year 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, North Caro- 
lina and Tennessee are participating. 

Under the theme, ‘‘Christ Calls You,” 
preachers chosen by each synod are 
speaking daily over a total of 100 sta- 
tions. 

Produced by the Assembly’s Division 
of Radio and TV in Atlanta, the pro- 
grams make use of professionally trained 
musicians with each synod’s message cut 
into the recording. 
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Footnote to Acts 2 


MOTHER CHURCH 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





ROPAGANDA put out by the Ro- 

man church often includes an inter- 
esting list of dates, purporting to show 
the year when various churches were 
founded. The Presbyterian Church is 
assigned a date in the lifetime of John 
Calvin, he being the supposed founder 
of this church. The Roman Catholic 
Church is, of course, given the earliest 
date, 33 A.D., founded by Christ in per- 
son as no other was. 

This is sheer nonsense, at best. Aside 
from the claim (which has its humorous 
as well as its sinister side) that the 
church which Christ founded is identical 
in organization and in dogma with any 
church of the present day, the date for the 
Presbyterians is a mistake. John Calvin 
did not actually found the Presbyterian 
church. What he did, and we should al- 
ways be grateful to him for it, was to 
make clear what the New Testament in- 
tention of a church is. What he did was 
to propose that the church return from 
the byway in which it had been wander- 
ing, and return to the highway marked 
out by Christ and the Apostles. He made 
it clear that a church which can show 
kinship with the church of the New Tes- 
tament is a true church. 

Our real ‘‘Mother Church” is to be dis- 


covered not by asking Geneva or Rome. 


or Canterbury; but by inquiry into the 
inspired record of the experiences of the 
first Christians with God through Christ 
and the Holy Spirit. 


RE there any family resemblances 

between the Presbyterian Church of 
today and the church that experienced the 
first Pentecost? Other Christian groups 
may answer for themselves; we should 
give thought to this for ourselves. 

At first blush you might almost think 
that we are so different as to be unrec- 
ognizable as a direct descendant of that 
first Mother Church. They had no house 
of worship, no “sanctuary.” (In fact, 
they did their worshipping at a Jewish 
shrine.) They had no organization be- 
yond the fact that they enjoyed the na- 
tural leadership of the closest friends of 
Jesus. They had no Gospels, no New 
Testament (they were the New Testa- 
ment!), no “Christian tradition.” They 
had not been brought up in Christian 
homes. They had no budget, no “pro- 


gram,” no church papers, no printing 
presses, not so much as a mimeographing 
machine. Deprived of all these things, 
we Presbyterians today would feel al- 
most as if someone had stolen our clothes. 


EVERTHELESS, on closer exam- 

ination we can see in that early and 
primitive church some features which are 
continuous with our church. And these 
features are the important matters, for 
their continuance in the church of today 
is our mark of genuineness, our right to 
be called a Christian church. 

First and foremost is the Holy Spirit. 
If we had nothing but Acts 2 to guide us, 
we might say that no church today is 
genuine, for although there are groups 
that speak in “tongues,” they do not man- 
age to get themselves understood as ap- 
parently these early Christians did. No 
church today—certainly no Presbyterian 
congregation—is composed of persons all 
of whom have experienced the Holy 
Spirit as fire and wind. 

By the way, Luke makes it plain that 
it was neither wind nor fire, but a “sound 
from heaven like the rush of a mighty 
wind,” and tongues “as of” fire, clearly 
not the kind of fire you get on the end 
of a match. 

But we have the rest of the New Testa- 
ment to help us, and we find that St. 
Paul actually low-rates speaking with 
tongues (I Cor. 14) in comparison with 
other Christian skills. To the Galatians 
he writes out a short list of “fruits of 
the Spirit” (Gal. 5:22-23) in which 
he does not mention speaking with 
tongues at all. 

Following the lead of Paul, we may 
say that wherever you find a group of 
Christians-by-intention who show in their 
lives the fruits of the Spirit, there we 
have a right to believe that the Spirit 
truly is the seed of their lives, and they 
are part of the true church. There is 
nothing “dated” about the Holy Spirit! 

Then that early church had preaching. 
The sermon was not addressed to what 
we would call the church members; it 
was directed to those on the outside, to 
people who had been laughing at the 
church and saying slanderous things 
about it. That sermon was about Jesus; 
what Jesus is to God and what he is to 
us. It was a sermon that struck deliber- 
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ately at the consciences of the listeners; 
one that challenged all who heard it to 
decide. It was a sermon that did not 
intend to leave the listeners where they 
were. 

Now a church that has preaching today 
is a true church provided the sermons 
show some family resemblance to that 
famous first one. Is the preaching evan- 
gelistic? ‘That is, does the church have 
something to say to the world outside its 
doors or are all its meetings just pleasant 
conversations among themselves? Is 
Jesus at the center of the preaching? 
Does the preaching appeal to men’s con- 
sciences in the name of God ? 

This does not imply that a Christian 
sermon must always follow St. Peter’s 
pattern—we have New Testament indica- 
tions of what variety there can be—but 
the spirit and the intention must be the 
same. Otherwise we cannot claim con- 
tinuity with the Mother Church. 





VERY reader will see other lines of 

connection between that church and 
ours, and is encouraged to carry this line 
of thought farther. We must certainly 
avoid two mistakes here. We need not 
think that the Mother Church must be 
copied item for item (for there were many 
local, temporary and peculiar features 
of that place and time which are not 
essential); and we need not think that 
we are wrong to believe something Peter 
failed to mention in his sermon, or to 
practice something (such as choir practice, 
for example!) which the first Christians 
never thought of. Nevertheless, while a 
church, like a good child, cannot be ex- 
pected to be a miniature mirror-image 
of its mother, there must be a family re- 
semblance. And we dare to believe that 
this resemblance is real, between ourselves 
and the New Testament church; it is 
our business to keep it real. 

Let no man despise us as a sect-come- 
lately so long as we share the repentance 
and the faith, the love and the hope, of 
the church which is the mother of us all. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


D&E Gets Biggest 
Gift: A Coal Town 


West Virginia News Letter 

Davis and Elkins College received an 
unusual Christmas gift this year—the 
nearby town of Norton, W. Va., lock, 
stock and barrel. The Norton property, 
located about six miles west of Elkins, 
the home of D&E, was given to the col- 
lege with no strings attached. It includes 
about 70 acres on which are 113 houses 
recently leased to the Norton Coal Com- 
pany. Under the grant Davis and Elkins 
becomes the lessor and, according to col- 
lege officials, in line for ‘‘substantial’’ in- 
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come for a good many years to come. It 
is regarded as the largest gift ever made 
to D&E since its founding in 1904. West 
Virginia Coal and Coke, with main offices 
in Cincinnati, sold the actual mining op- 
eration to the Norton company in Oc- 
tober. About 500 persons live in the 
town, with 200 employed in the mines. 


Huntington Ministers Act 
Against Segregation 

The Huntington Ministerial Associa- 
tion has gone on record as opposed to 
racial segregation at any future joint 
Thanksgiving Day services in the com- 
munity’s churches. A resolution unan- 
imously adopted urged ‘“‘those ministers 
and those churches, where such an ex- 
perience would be natural geograpically 
and in other ways, to undertake the in- 
tegrating of certain white and Negro 
congregations for Thanksgiving services.” 
In the past, joint Thanksgiving Day 
services for white churches, organized on 
a geographical basis, have been a regular 
part of the Association’s calendar, while 
a single service was held for all Negro 
congregations. Joseph A. Garshaw, the 
Association’s president, described the res- 
olution as a step in a “progressive” drive 
by the ministers to “educate the commu- 
nity toward totally Christian attitudes 
with respect to race.” Another step, Dr. 
Garshaw said, was the Association’s new 
listing of ministers and churches affiliated 
with the body which eliminates a former 
separate category for Negro congrega- 
tions. He added that ministers belong- 
ing to the Association will continue to 
work against segregation both from the 
pulpit and in monthly meetings. (RNS) 
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Work Is Stopped on 
Foundation Building 

With $85,473 received out of $119,- 
625 promised by churches in the two 
synods (U.S. and USA), leaders in the 
Westminster Foundation program at the 
state university at Morgantown have 
stopped all work on the building under 
construction there. Serving some 700 
Presbyterian students, the Foundation, 
directed by Wm. C. Swartz, has been 
using an old residence converted to ac- 
commodate a maximum of 65 people at 
any one time. 


Huntington Schedules 
Preaching Mission 

Presbyterians are well represented in 
Huntington’s Jan. 24-31 preaching mis- 
sion by the following speakers: H. Roe 
Bartle, Ben L. Rose, John A. Redhead, 
Frederick H. Olert, Bernard E. Bain, 
George M. Docherty, and Frank Crossley 
Morgan. Among others are: Clovis Chap- 
pell, D. Elton Trueblood, Walter H. 
Judd. Daily services are also scheduled 
for Point Pleasant and Kenova. Wil- 
liam E. Hudson is director of the mis- 
sion. 


Prospects Are Good 
For Conference Center 

With $30,000 in commitments through 
church budgets and accepted quotas and 
with church and individual solicitations 
yet to come, the fiancial campaign for the 
synod’s conference center at the Blue- 
stone Dam is very encouraging. Almost 
$30,000 is designated for budgets during 
each of the next two years. The sum of 
$125,000 is for the initial construction 
to accommodate 200 people. The site, 
along what is considered the most beau- 
tiful undeveloped river gorge in Amer- 
ica, consists of 385 acres. Architect 
Glenn Wallace, of Minneapolis, experi- 
enced in developing religious camps, has 
drawn the plans to be followed. Fair 
size conferences are expected to be cared 
for next summer. 


Huntington Ministers 
Oppose Race Track 

Now that the State Supreme Court has 
upheld legislation giving the citizens of 
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any county local option privileges in the 
establishment or barring of a race track, 
Huntington ministers have launched a 
campaign against the establishment of 
such an enterprise at Culloden in Cabell 
County, with petitions circulated also in 
adjoining Putnam County. A temporary 
permit has been granted to build a $2,- 
000,000 track at Culloden. Presbyterian 
J. Gordon Riggan is head of the min- 
isters’ committee dealing with this cam- 
paign. 

Miscellany 


Huntington’s ministers have rallied to 
the support of the city’s famous Field 


House and recreation center, opposing 
attacks being made upon it . . . Arden 


Trickett, Beverly Hills church, Hunting- 
ton, is president of Kanawha Presbytery’s 
Men. Vice-Presidents: Walter Hardy, 
Charleston; Jack Carrol, Holden; O. V. 
Knipp, Point Pleasant; Secretary: Ed 


Morgan, Charleston; Treasurer: A. K. 
Bailey, Montgomery. 

A. D. ELLIson. 
Prenter. 


Report New Churches 
” * . 
Organizing in Ala. 
Alabama News Letter 

New churches being organized give the 
predominant note for Alabama Presby- 
terians in recent weeks. In East Ala- 
bama Presbytery three have been organ- 
ized while North Alabama reports one. 
Evergreen chapel, an outpost of Dothan’s 
First church, organized with 68 charter 
members and Warren Wardlaw as pastor. 
Trinity church, also in Dothan, with 65 
members, is served by Camp Rucker’s 
Chaplain C. S. Ledbetter temporarily. 
At Hope Hull Oliver N. Hamby, acting 
as presbytery’s evangelist, organized a 
church. North Alabama’s new church is 
at Albertville where there were 26 char- 
ter members. In addition to these, serv- 
ices have been started at Cullman, men’s 
and women’s groups have been formed, a 
church council organized and an organ- 
ized church is expected soon. 
Mobile Conference 
Site Is Near Brewton 

A ten-year lease at a dollar a year gives 
Mobile Presbytery a 200-acre recreational 
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and 


“Do these values endure?” 
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afea on Bonnie Beach, near Brewton, 
which will be used as a conference center. 
A ten-acre lake with facilities for boat- 
ing, swimming and fishing, plus build- 
ings in good repair, offer accommodations 
for 50 campers already. 


Auburn Presbyterians 
Dedicate New Church 

Hard on the heels of the Auburn con- 
vention for 2,000 young people and their 
leaders, came dedication ceremonies for 
the new church alongside the campus 
of Alabama Polytechnic Institute. Co- 
lumbia Seminary’s President J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards and the seminary choir 
came for the evening service while John 
Leith, the pastor, spoke that morning on 
‘The Pilgrim Church.” George A. But- 
trick, of Madison Avenue (USA) church, 
New York, is the speaker at two services 
on Jan. 24. The $250,000 structure is 
described as “conceived in Modern Clas- 





For t 





sical design. The sturdy, simple struc- 
ture of masculine quality bespeaks the 
Scottish Presbyterian strength of our fore- 
bears. Due care has been taken to make 
the church an edifice of refinement and 
durability.” With a $100,000 gift from 
the Synod of Alabama, this church seeks 
to serve the 643 Presbyterian and other 
students at Auburn. Seating capacity of 
the new building is 866. Adequate social 
halls are also well equipped. 


Governor Asks Advice 
On Course to Be Taken 

Governor Gordon Persons has appealed 
to the people of Alabama for their advice 
as to the course to be followed by the 
State if segregation in the public schools 
is ruled unconstitutional by the U. S. 
Supreme Court. The response to his 
inquiry has not yet been reported. Mean- 
while, in the general elections in Novem- 
ber, voters in Birmingham approved a 





je weeks before 


Caster 


Carrying daily devotions for the entire Lenten season, the 
March-April number of The Upper Room will help millions of 
people the world over to experience, this year, a more spiritual 


Easter. 


In family altars, in church groups and for individuals, The 
Upper Room will deepen the meaning of this holy season. 


You are invited to join in this world-wide Christian fellowship 
and make full use of this rich spiritual guidance for the days 


and weeks leading up to Easter. 


Send your order now for the March-April number. In lots of 
10 or more to one address, the price is only 5 cents per copy, 


postpaid. Single copies, 10 cents each. 


Individual yearly sub- 


scriptions (6 bi-monthly issues) 50 cents; two years, $1.00. 


Gs “yogis 





The world’s most widely used devotional guide 


1808 GRAND AVENUE 
12 


NASHVILLE, TENN. 


$15,000,000 bond issue, more than two- 
thirds of which is for new school con- 
struction. At the same time voters in 
the state at large gave two-to-one ap- 
proval to a constitutional amendment 
limiting back poll tax payments to two 
years. Heretofore, unique among poll 
taxing states, Alabama has required that 
all back poll taxes be paid before vot- 
ing. Opponents of the amendment 
charged that it was favored by the Na- 
tional Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. It was also favored 
by all the announced candidates for gov- 
ernor. 


Mobile Minister Seeks 
To Stimulate Optimism 


A Mobile minister, Eugene Peacock 
(St. Francis Street Methodist), is setting 
out to lead a movement substituting 
Christian optimism for what he calls 
‘“‘modern pessimism in spiritual matters.” 
The organization is to have no dues, 
scheduled meetings or formal organiza- 
tion. It will seek to spread the spirit of 
Christianity through personal contacts. 
Mr. Peacock has drawn up a creed with 
a pledge to “a life of Christian opti- 
mism.” The idea for the movement came 
to him, he says, while lunching in a busy 
restaurant where the clatter of dishes, the 
rush of workers and shoppers and the 
general noise was overbearing. The 
complaints of customers, waitresses and 
the managers, he said, reminded him of 
“all the confusion of a world pulling both 
ways and going nowhere.” So, he is 
setting out to get Christians “to realize 
and reaffirm the enthusiastic and aggres- 
sive optimism of their religion.” Such 
a force unleashed, he says, “can remold 


the world.” (RNS) 


Miscellany 


During the recent holiday season Gov- 
ernor Persons put 200 extra highway 
patrolmen on duty in an effort to halt 
the “murder on the highways” by speed- 
ing motorists. At the same time he re- 
fused to use highway patrolmen to halt 
gambling in Phenix City, across the line 
from Fort Benning, declaring that it was 
a problem for local law enforcement offi- 
cers and the local grand jury. . . . Near- 
record attendance during the Christmas 
season was reported by churches of all 
faiths. In most of them Santa Claus 
attended the Sunday school Christmas 
parties. Evidently no one considered him 
pagan. 

ALEXANDER HENRY. 
Fairfield. 
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CHRIST, THE LIVING BREAD 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
John 6; Print 6:48-59, 66-69 
Sunday School Lesson for February 7, 1954 


John wrote his Gospel that we might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing we might have 
life in his name (20:31). 

In chapter 1 he presents the first wit- 
nesses, and in chapter 2, the first signs. 
Chapter 3 centers about Jesus’ conver- 
sation with Nicodemus; chapter 4 about 
his conversation with a Samaritan wom- 
an; and chapter 5 about a conversation 
with the religious authorities following 
the miraculous cure of a lame man at the 
pool of Bethesda. In each case Jesus 
offers himself as the Giver of Life—an 
important fact as we attempt to follow 
the movement of the book (cf. 3:14-16; 
4:14 and 5:25-26). 

Chapter 6 presents Jesus as the Bread 
of Life. It begins with a note of time: 
“After this Jesus went to the other side 
of the sea of Galilee.” The expression 
however is very general and the connec- 
tion between chapters 5 and 6 is logical 
rather than chronological. 


1. Bread for the Body, 6:1-15 


Jesus had crossed over the sea to find 
rest for himself and his disciples. But 
the people, impressed by his marvelous 
cures, followed him around the head of 
the lake, and as they went their numbers 
were augmented by members of a Pass- 
over caravan which was forming in the 
neighborhood or already on the march. 
This inconsiderate pursuit of Jesus, in- 
stead of offending him, touched him; and 
as he marked them, toiling up the hills 
singly or in groups, some quite spent with 
a long and rapid walk, his first thought 
was, What can these poor, tired folk get 
to refresh them here? He turned to 
Philip and asked, “How are we to buy 
bread, so that these people may eat?” 

Philip was from the neighboring town 
of Bethsaida and was acquainted with 
the region, so might be expected to have 
some helpful suggestion. He also ap- 
pears to have been a practical sort of man 
and a ready reckoner. He ran his eye 
over the crowd, made a rapid calculation, 
and answered: “Two hundred denarii 
would not buy enough bread for each of 
them to get a little.” The implication 
was that nothing could be done for their 
relief. 

Philip took a business man’s view of 
the problem. He was quick at estimating 
the multitude and figuring out the cost 
of a meal, so as to show the impossibility 
of providing it; but he forgot to take 
Jesus into account. “How often do we 
take into our plans and _ perplexities 
everything we can think of except God,” 
wrote Dr. Snowden some years ago. 
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“Many a cunning calculation has been 
vitiated by leaving God out of the column 
of figures. The business man’s views and 
the experts’ calculations have their 
place and worth, but they may fail at 
the most critical point. They may calcu- 
late to a cent the material and financial 
factors in the case, but leave out the 
unseen and eternal. The solution of no 
problem is complete until God has been 
taken into account.” 


At this point Andrew reported the 
presence of a boy with five barley loaves 
and two fish, but added deprecatingly, 
“What are they among so many?” Evi- 
dently he did not think much of these 
pitiful few cakes and fish and supposed 
they were hardly worth counting. Dr. 
Snowden continues: 


“This is what Moses thought of his 
poor power of speech, when God com- 
manded him to go and speak unto 
Pharaoh. ‘I am not eloquent,’ he said, 
‘Send Aaron.’ And yet Moses spoke 
great thundering words that are still 
rolling throughout the world, but who 
can quote anything that Aaron ever 
said? This is what we often think of our 
abilities and means when we are given 
a work to do. ‘We have only a few 
little loaves and cannot feed anyone; 
we are slow of speech and cannot speak 
or pray; we are lacking in money or in 
education or opportunities; if we were 
only gifted or had money or were 
blessed as others, we might do some- 
thing, but as it is we have no chance.’ 
Such are our blind reasoning and miser- 
able excuses in the presence of hungry 
people waiting to be fed.” 


Jesus caused the people to sit down 
on the grass. He took the five loaves and 
the two fish and with them he miracu- 
lously produced enough for them all. 
“What actually happened?” asks Arch- 
bishop Temple in his Readings in St. 
John’s Gospel. 


“It is clear that every Evangelist sup- 
posed our Lord to have wrought a cre- 
ative act; and for myself I have no 
doubt that this is what occurred. This, 
however, is credible only if St. John is 
right in his doctrine of our Lord’s per- 
son. If the Lord was indeed God incar- 
nate, the story presents no insuperable 
difficulties. But of course such a cre- 
ative act is quite incredible if he is 
other or less than God incarnate.” 


Dr. Palmer comments: 

“It is a great pity that some people in 
this modern scientific age will be pre- 
vented from getting out of this chapter 
the spiritual food it has to give, because 
of worry over the apparent violation of 
natural law, which the feeding of such 
a multitude from five loaves and two 
fishes would involve. To any such I 
would simply say, read the narrative 
carefully and mark its reticence. It 
nowhere states how the multiplication 
was done, or even that it was done, or 
that there was no other food. Indeed 
it would be a greater miracle had these 


Passover pilgrims not had a great deal 
of food in their traveling bags. As a great 
teacher of the New Testament has sug- 
gested, perhaps they were rather selfish 
about sharing it until the lad put his 
little store in Jesus’ hands and set them 
an example of generosity. It is not the 
miraculous production of the food which 
is the point of the chapter. It is its 
symbolic meaning as a great outdoor 
communion with Jesus, the bread of 
life. Not physical manna from heaven, 
but words of eternal life should be the 
focus of attention. Whatever you think 
about the physical man, don’t lose the 
spiritual truth.” 

The people were impressed by Jesus’ 
power to multiply the loaves and fish. 
They concluded that Jesus was the 
prophet whom Moses had predicted in 
Deuteronomy 18:15 and whom they iden- 
tified with the Messiah. They thought 
that this miracle was the beginning of the 
reign of earthly abundance which the 
prophets had foretold. So they planned 
to proclaim Jesus as the Messianic King. 
The people’s faith in Jesus seems to have 
reached its climax at this point. It was 
not genuine faith however, but belief in 
him as a worker of miracles. By it the 
crowd was led to expect a series of prodi- 
gies which would relieve physical and 
social distress and secure for them po- 
litical independence. 

But Jesus was not deceived. He 
quieted and dismissed the excited crowds 
and sent his disciples across the lake. 
Then all alone he departed into the moun- 
tains to pray. 


Il. Bread for the Soul, 6:22-50 


Jesus’ discourse on the bread of life 
was given to the crowd in Capernaum on 
the following day. It falls naturally into 
three parts, emphasizing three truths of 
the great importance: 

1. There is food for the body and food 
for the soul, 16-27. Jesus charged that 
the crowd sought him out for the sake 
of the loaves and fish, not because they 
recognized that he had power to feed 
their souls. Then he urged them to work 
not merely. for the food that perishes, but 
also for the food that abides, the food 
that sustains that life in them which 
never dies. This better gift the Son of 
Man had power to give; God himself has 
set his seal upon him as the bringer of 
salvation. 

Impressed by Jesus’ earnest words and 
willing to fulfill the condition required 
for a repetition of the miracle of the pre- 
ceding day, they asked what work they 
should do—what sacrifice or other re- 
ligious work, they meant—that would be 
pleasing to God. ‘Believe in me,’ was 
Jesus’ answer. That is the one work re- 
quired by God, for not rules but a person 
is the bridge between God and man. To 
believe in Jesus means more than be- 
lieving certain things about Jesus. It 
means trusting him as a man trusts his 
friend, or a child trusts his father. 

“What sign do you do, that we may 
see and believe you?” they replied, chal- 
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lenging him to fulfill their Messianic 
expectation. ‘Moses gave manna in the 
wilderness, the Messiah should show a 
greater sign than Moses, and your sign 
of yesterday was less marvelous. Your 
bread did not come from heaven like the 
manna. And it came only once, not 
daily for forty years.” 

“You think the manna was given by 
Moses,” Jesus replied, “but it was given 
by God. And it was not truly bread 
out of heaven. The true bread out of 
heaven is that which God now gives for 
the life of the world.” 

They said, “Lord, give us this bread 
always.” 

2. Jesus is the bread of life, 35-50. 
In the first section Jesus made it plain 
that just as we need food to sustain our 
bodies, so too we need food to sustain 
our souls. The latter is more important 
even than the former. In this part of 
his discourse he tells his listeners that 
their spiritual wants were met in him. 
“T am the bread of life,” he declared. 
He is the bread of life in the sense that 
one who believes in him not only obtains 
eternal life, but also obtains the meat and 
drink by which his spiritual life is kept 
alive and vigorous. In him we find 
satisfaction for our soul hunger. 

In vss. 37-40 Jesus turns aside from 
the main topic to describe the blessedness 
of those who come to him. Meanwhile 
some had begun to criticize him because 
he said, I am the bread of life. “Is not 
this Jesus, the son of Joseph,” they asked 
contemptuously. Jesus, in reply, spoke 
of the difficulty of coming to him as a 
believer and then repeated his claim, “I 
am the bread of life,” but he also added 
a word of explanation, ‘““The bread which 
I shall give for the life of the world is 
my flesh” (43-51). 

Some commentators think that he re- 
ferred to the manifestation of himself in 
human nature. The words seem more 
naturally however to refer to his coming 
death. ‘The bread which I shall give 
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[future tense] is my flesh.” We think 
at once of his later declaration, “This is 
my body broken for you.” It is his death 
on the cross above all else that makes 
him the bread of life. If our spiritual 
life is to be sustained, if it is to abide 
unto eternal life, we must feed on his 
death. This leads us to the third point: 

3. To find life eternal we must eat his 
body and drink his blood (52-58). In 
vs. 52 Jesus spoke first of eating his 
flesh. His hearers, dull of understand- 
ing, could think only of a physical act. 
They strove among themselves, saying, 
“How can this man give us his flesh 
to eat?” Jesus then stated more em- 
phatically, first negatively and then posi- 
tively, that if one is to enjoy eternal life 
it is absolutely necessary not only to 
eat his flesh but also to drink his blood. 
What did he mean? 

Marcus Dods reminds us that our Lord 
himself uses several terms to express the 
act by which we make use of him as the 
bread of life. “He that believes on me 

he that comes to me—he that eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood—has eternal 
life.” Each of these expressions has its 
own significance. Belief must come first 
—belief that Jesus is indeed the Son of 
God. 

But we must also come to him. ‘The 
people he was addressing had followed 
him for miles and had found him and 
were speaking to him, but they had not 
really come to him. To come to him is 
to approach him in spirit and with sub- 
missive trust; it is to commit ourselves 
to him as Lord; it is to rest in him as our 
all; it is to come to him with open hearts, 
accepting him and all he claims to be. 

“But most emphatically of all does our 
Lord say that we must eat his flesh and 
drink his blood, if we are to partake of 
his life. That is to say, the connection 
between Christ and us must be of the 
closest possible kind; so close that the 
assimilation of the food we eat is not 
too strong a figure to express it. The 
food we eat becomes our blood, our flesh; 
it becomes our life, ourself. And it be- 
comes so, not by our talking of it, not 
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by looking at it and admiring its nutri- 
tive properties but only by eating it. 
And whatever process can make Christ 
entirely ours and help us to assimilate 
all that is in him, this process we are 
to use.” (Expositor’s Bible). 

The words mean that there should be 
a complete identification of our wills 
with him and an absolute dependence 
upon him as a crucified, risen, living Di- 
vine Lord. To partake of the bread and 
wine in the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper is an aid, but the one thing that 
matters is that we should “feed upon him 
in our hearts.” 

Some of the disciples, the larger group 
out of which the twelve were taken, said, 
“This is a hard saying to accept.” They 
went back to their old life and walked 
with him no more. Jesus turned to the 
twelve and said, “Do you mean to go 
away too?” Peter answered for untold 
millions of us when he said, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words 
of eternal life; and we have believed, and 
have come to know, that you are the 
Holy One of God.” 


For Thought and Action 


The lesson has a twofold significance: 

1. For our physical needs. Jesus fed 
the five thousand because they were hun- 
gry. He realized here, as elsewhere, that 
men had physical needs that must be 
satisfied. Multitudes are hungry today 
and are determined that their physical 
needs shall be met. Free institutions do 
not develop among starving, desperate 
men and women. Hunger and hopeless- 
ness breed communism. The world’s 
masses will not be attracted to Chris- 
tianity unless it manifests an intelligent 
concern for the physical needs of men. 

“Thou who didst multiply, by Galilee, 


Seant loaves and fishes for humanity, 
Teach us to multiply our love and 


care 
Till no least life goes hungering any- 
where.” 


—Frances Crosby Hamlet 
(in Christ in Poetry, 
Association Press) 

2. For our spiritual needs. Jesus 
taught us that we must consider not only 
the nourishment of our bodies but also 
that of our souls, and offered himself as 
the bread of life. What are some of the 
means that we can employ to appropriate 
Jesus for our spiritual nourishment? 
Prayer? How can we make it more effec- 
tive as a means of grace? The Bible? 
How can we make it more nourishing to 
our souls? The Lord’s Supper? How 
can it be celebrated more profitably? 
Can we feed on Jesus without assimilat- 
ing his words, without consecrating our- 
selves to his service, without identifying 
our will with his own? What else can 
you suggest? All of us give due consid- 
eration to our own physical needs. Have 
we really given sufficient thought to our 
spiritual needs? 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE BIBLE AND OUR COMMON LIFE. 
By Huber F. Klemme. Christian Education 
Press, Philadelphia. 123 pp., $1.75. 

The author, a minister of the Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church, has pro- 
duced a most interesting brief treatment 
of the social teachings of the Bible and 
their application to today’s problems. He 
makes full use of the Bible and he 
handles it in a way that should satisfy 
any intelligent evangelical. In dealing 
with debatable issues he tries to present 
both sides, though the brevity of the book 
forbids the giving of many reasons. 

The book will make an admirable text 
for study classes, but it should prove val- 
uable reading for ministers and intelli- 
gent laymen as well. 

SAMUEL A. CARTLEDGE. 





Decatur, Ga. 


WHAT IS RELIGION? By Alban G. Wid- 
gery. Harpers & Brothers, New York. 330 
pp., $5.00. 

One of the best features of this book 
is that it is well written. Even when 
difficult and technical subjects are being 
treated the author manages to write clear- 
ly and intelligibly. It is a pleasure to 
read this book because the writer is will- 
ing to take a stand, and to make his own 
position known to the reader. Although 
one may not always agree with his posi- 
tion there is seldom any doubt what his 
views are. He is not afraid to admit that 
there are some questions beyond his 
knowledge and ability to solve. 

The aim of this book is to set forth 
religion as a major concern of life and 
to show the inadequacy of materialistic 
views and patterns of thought opposed to 
the religious way of life. He rightly 
holds that many of the beliefs of religious 
faith cannot be disproved by philosophi- 
cal considerations but he also stresses the 
fact that many religious convictions can- 
not claim the support of philosophical 
arguments. He points out that there are 
theories in philosophy that cannot be 
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proved as well as in the field of religious 
thought. 

Most of the questions usually dealt 
with in a work of this kind come up for 
discussion: The Nature of Religious 
Knowledge, Man, God, Suffering, Sin, 
and Religious Practices. Each of these 
subjects is considered in a fresh and stim- 
ulating fashion. There are times when 
one wishes the author had weighed more 
carefully the claims made for the unique- 
ness of Christianty and of Revelation as 
a source of Christian knowledge. This 
book can serve as a splendid source of 
information for the discerning student of 
the Philosophy of Religion. 

FELIx B. GEAR. 
Decatur, Ga. 


WHERE JESUS WALKED. Journeys with 
Jesus in the Land He Loved. By Sanford 
Fleming. Judson Press, Philadelphia. 208 
pp., $2.50. 

The religious novelist has helped people 
to grasp the reality and humanness of 
Biblical times and events. This author 
is striving to make the place of Jesus’ 
life and ministry real to us by relating 
his observations and experiences in order 
that the “journeys with Jesus may bring 
us closer to him.” 

The author’s descriptive ability and 
sensitivity to the mood of this Holy Land 
has “caught” the picture we all would 
like to see. 

It is not just a book on geography, but 
gives one a spiritual topography of a 


LET US 
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great land. The author has evidently 
woven in some sermons and the book is 
replete with sermonic material. 

WALTER A. BENNETT. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


MOMENTS OF WORSHIP. By Mary Beth 
Fulton. Judson Press, Philadelphia. 130 pp., 
$2. 

This good little book contains twenty 
brief services of worship especially ap- 
propriate for adult Sunday school de- 
partments and Women-of-the-Church 
groups. ‘The material is of high qual- 
ity and wide variety. 

FLOWERS OF THE SOUTH. W. F. Greene 
& H. L. Blomquist. University of N. C. Press, 
Chapel Hill, 208 pp., $5. 

Written for the amateur, this volume, 
well illustrated, deals with native wild 
flowers as well as with exotic or culti- 
vated varieties found in “The South 
(which has) the richest flora in the 
6 I Fg 

I Was Sick. Fred C. M. Hansen. _ Lu- 
theran Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. $1.50. 

Christian Unity Is Our Business, Howard 


Elmo Short. Bthany Press, St. Louis, Mo. 
50c, paper. 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
INVITED 


If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free, fllus- 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search of a Pub- 
lisher. It tells how we can publish, promote and dis- 
tribute your book, as we have done for hundreds of other 
writers. All subjects considered. New authors welcomed. 
Write today for Booklet It’s free. 

VANTAGE PRESS, Inc., 420 W. 31 St., N. Y. 1. 

In Callf.: 63656 Hollywood Bivd., LSiiese 28 
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CHANGES 

George H. Farr from Graham, Ky., to 
203 W. McElroy, Morganfield, Ky. 

Jawells Carr, formerly of Frierson, La., 
is now in Belcher, La., where he con- 
tinues to serve the Good Hope and Red 
Lick churches in addition to his new 
work with the Caddo Community Chapel. 

Ralph C. Arbaugh from Buffalo Valley, 
Tenn., to Norton, Va. 

Jack T. Goodykoontz from Little Rock, 
Ark. (Central church), to 634 S. 42nd St., 
Louisville, Ky. 

Stephen B. Williams, Alexandria, La., 
is now retired and has been transferred 
to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. 

J. S. Walkup from Belton, S. C., to 
Whiteville, N. C. 

D. G. Vera from Austin, Texas, to 413 
Simon St., Taylor, Texas, where he 
serves the Mexican church. 

Charles A. Sthreshley from Ashland, 
Va., to 20 Avenue Albert, Brussels, Bel- 
gium. 

Nelson F. Veise, formerly of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church, is pastor of 
the Mt. Washington church, 1801 Thorn- 
bury Road, Baltimore, Md. 

John W. Cowan from Potosi, 
Jackson, Mo. 

W. I. Howell, formerly of Hamlet, N. C., 
is now assistant pastor of the First 
church, Atlanta, Ga. 

H. R. Gladney from Madill, Okla., to 
400 N. Union Ave., Lansdowne, Pa. 

E. H. Hamilton’s address is No. 11, 
Lane 114, Wenchow St., Tapiei, Taiwan 
(Formosa). 

Wm. T. Iverson from Elberton, Ga., to 
Port St. Joe, Fla. 

H. C. Holt from 
Lawrenceville, Tenn. 

Orville G. Mann from Dawson, Ga., to 
the First (USA) church, Divernon, II. 

C. P. Phillips, honorably retired, from 
Commerce, Ga., to 688 Primrose, S. E., 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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C. L. Smith from Ripley, Miss., to 208 
Roper, Mobile, Ala., where he is execu- 
tive secretary of Mobile Presbytery. 

C. Merrill Proudfoot from New Haven, 
Conn., to Episcopal Seminary, Austin, 
Texas. 

Burton M. Sherrod from Jackson, Ky., 
to Stanley, N. C. 

J. S. Steele from Great Falls, S. C., to 
Jacksonville, N. C. 

Albert L. Potter, who has been serving 
the Halsey-Wyckoff (USA) church, 
Ocean Grove, N. J., is now pastor of the 
Castanea (U. S.) church, Route 1, Stan- 
ley, N. C. 

Carl O. Dobbins from 
Fla., to the Norwood 
ville, Fla. 

Curtis C. Goodson, Miami, Fla., a 1953 
graduate of Columbia Seminary, has 
been ordained and installed as pastor of 
the Saluda, N. C. church. 

W. O. Harless from Miles, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

J. Roberts Phipps from Varina, N. C., 
to Willow Springs, N. C. 

Carlyle D. Floyd from Georgetown, 
S. C., to the Blountstown, Fla., and 
Orange churches. 

Charles Haddon Nabers, pastor of the 
First church, Greenville, S. C., for 22 
years, has submitted his resignation to 
become effective not later than Feb. 
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Springs, 
Jackson- 
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MISSIONARIES 
McKee, Jr., has been ap- 
pointed as an educational missionary to 
the Belgian Congo. He is teaching at the 
Hoke Smith High School, Atlanta, Ga. 
The E. R. Areharts sailed from New 
York Jan. 19, returning to Brazil fol- 
lowing their furlough. 
The John N. Somervilles, 
N. C., 
Korea. 


George 


Montreat, 
sailed in mid-January for work in 


J. V. N. Talmage and daughter, Miss 
Janet, sailed Dec. 31 for Korea, Dr. 
Talmage, a retired missionary, going on 
a special assignment dealing with real 
estate problems connected with the Jap- 
anese occupation of Korea, and Miss 
Talmage going as a nurse. 


DEATHS 


J. Crawford Crenshaw, 69, died Jan. 14 
while visiting his sister in Dermott, Ark, 
Dr. Crenshaw had been pastor in Greens- 
boro, Ga., since 1948, and before that in 
Ninety Six, S. C., and Huntington, W. Va., 
following missionary service in China. 

Mrs. James G. Patton, Sr., 101, died in 
Augusta, Ga., Jan. 12. Mother of the 
executive secretary of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., General Council, she was the widow 
of James G. Patton who died in 1941. 


Mrs. Dayton Castleman, wife of the 
director of the Chinese Mission, New 
Orleans, La., died, following a long ill- 
ness, Dec. 27. She was the former Miss 
Lucy Fletcher of Auugsta, Ga., and once 
a missionary to China. 
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